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FARRANT, Stanley                         
 

Private, 27227 
2nd Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment  
formerly 1655, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Tuesday, 9th October 1917 
Killed in Action 
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 20 years 
 

Stanley was born at 11 Bull Lane Haverhill 
on 19th October 1896 and baptised at St 
Mary’s Church on 7th January 1897.  He was 
the oldest of nine children born to Arthur 
Farrant and Harriet, nee Salter.  Arthur and 
Harriet were both employed as hair weavers 
and were married at St Mary’s Church on 
23rd May 1896. By 1901 the family home was 
at 33 Burton End but they were to move to 58 
Crowland Road before 1911. 
 

Stanley’s brothers and sisters were Arthur 
Edward (who died from wounds received in 
action in France in 1918), Albert, Nelly, 
Charles, John who died in January 1912, 
William, Ivy, and Vera Joyce who died in July 
1917. Stanley’s great grandfather Timothy 
Farrant was also living with his family in 
1911.   
 
Stanley’s family on his father’s side was 
living in Haverhill in the year 1720 when 
Stanley’s 4x great grandfather married 
Elizabeth Sorrell in Haverhill on 13th January. 
 

Stanley would have attended the local school and for many years he was a very 
active member of the local troop of boy scouts, organising and assisting with their 
football matches.  In 1911 when Stanley was fourteen years old he was a baker’s 
assistant and later on he was employed by Messrs Vanner and Fennell in Colne 
Valley Road. 
 
Prior to the outbreak of war Stanley was a member of the local Territorials and was 
called up soon after the outbreak of war. As a member of the 2nd/5th Suffolk 
Regiment he served 2 years in England. We know from letters he sent home that 
some of this time was spent at Killinghall Moor Camp near Harrogate. 
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In 1916 he was drafted to France and afterwards transferred to the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment.  Stanley wrote a letter from France to his parents on the 
21st of September 1916.  He informed them that he was about to go into the trenches 
for the first time.  He also said that they were up to their knees in mud and they have 
to let their clothes dry on them as they have no others to change into.  Stanley asked 
if his mother could send out some writing paper as he had used all he had on this 
letter.   

 
By October 1917 Stanley was 
involved in the Third Battle of 
Ypres, better known as 
Passchendaele. He was killed in 
action on October 9th 1917 when 
the 2nd Royal Warwicks were 
tasked with taking Judge Copse 
in during the Battle of 
Poelcappelle.  Stanley was only 
days from celebrating his 21st 
birthday and had been at the 
front for about fourteen months. 
 
Private C.E. Mann wrote to 
Stanley’s mother expressing his 
sorrow of the death of her son.  
He recalled what his comrades 
had said about him, being 
cheery and of hearty spirit, as 
well as a good chap.  He also 
returned a photograph that was 
found among the mail and 
opened by an officer. 
 
 

 
The South West Suffolk Echo on 3rd November 1917 read: 

 
‘It is with great regret that we have to add another name to the long list 
of Haverhill boys who have given their lives for their King and Country. 
Mrs. A. Farrant of 68 Burton End, Haverhill, (formerly of 58, Crowland 
Road) received official information yesterday (Thursday) that her eldest 
son, Pte Stanley Farrant, of the Royal Warwickshire Regt., had been 
killed in action in France on October 9th. The deceased soldier was 
only 20 years of age, and had been at the front about fourteen 
months….Much sympathy is felt for Mrs. Farrant who, during the past 
nine months, has lost her husband, baby and son.  

 
 
Stanley has no known grave and is remembered with honour on the Tyne Cot 
Memorial and also on the memorial plaque in the West End Church where he 
attended.  
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Stanley was awarded the 1914 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 
 

 
 
 
A wreath was laid at the unveiling of the War Memorial inscribed: 

 
In ever loving remembrance of my dear sons, Stanley & Arthur Farrant 

          From their loving Mother, Brothers & Sisters 
 


